March 2026

Change of Testing Platform for Infectious Serology Assays

Please note that several infectious serology assays performed at Pathlab are migrating from the
Abbott Alinity platform to the Beckman DxI9000 and Diasorin Liaison testing platforms. These
changes will take place over the next couple of weeks:

Test New platform
Syphilis Screen Dx19000
HIV Screen Dx=19000
Hepatitis A (anti-HAV)* Dx=19000
Hepatitis AlgM Dx19000
Hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) Dx=19000

Hepatitis B surface antibody (anti-HEBs)
Hepatitis B core antibody (anti-HBc)

Hepatitis B e antigen (HBeAg) Liaison
Hepatitis C Screen (anti-HCV) Dx=19000
Toxoplasma lgG Dx19000
Toxoplasma IgM Dx19000
CMV 1gG Dx19000
CMV IgM Dx19000
EBMA 12G Liaison
EBVVCA 126G Liaison
EBV VCA 1gM Liaison
Rubella IgG Dx19000

e The new assays have all been verified by Pathlab for the purposes of quality assurance.
HIV, syphilis, and anti-HCV tests showed improved specificity (less low-level falsely
positive results), while maintaining comparable sensitivity to Alinity. The other assays’
performance was similar to the current assays.

e Notethat the new anti-HBs assay is more closely calibrated to the international standard
compared to other platforms, returning slightly lower values than the current testing
platform.

e A comment pertaining to the new testing platform will be placed on all results affected
by this change for the next three months.

e This change should not have any discernable impact for laboratory requestors. As

always, if there are any results which appear unusual, or not in keeping with the clinical
presentation, please contact the laboratory to discuss further.

Drs Michael Addidle, Vani Sathyendran, Vivian Black: Clinical Microbiologists
Andrew Soepnel: Service Lead Infectious Serology and Immunology

All Clinical Updates are on the Clinician page on our website. www.pathlab.co.nz
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